
 
PLUME ACADEMY - LEARNING OVERVIEW 

 

Year Year 8 

Subject History 
Prior Learning 

The Year 8 History curriculum builds on prior learning from Year 7.  History is a cumulative subject discipline, 
and as such knowledge learnt in one year is layered upon previous years, for example knowledge learnt in Year 7 

about the African Mali Empire of Masa Musa forms a part of a student’s growing appreciation of the concept of ‘Empire’ as we 

consider in Year 8 Britain’s involvement in both the East and West Indies.  Prior learning in previous years forms an integral 
part of each of the cumulative Linear Examinations in KS3. 

 

Curriculum Intent – What are the curriculum aims? 

Substantive Knowledge Intent in Year 8: 

 Contested power, England in her European context (c.1500-c.1700): Lutheran Reformation, Henrician 
Reformation, changing nature of monarchy and union with Scotland, Early Modern state, Land as political 
entity, Religion as power 

 Historic environment, localised experience of Christianity – St Mary’s church, sixteenth-century. 

 Contested social and economic change, England in her European context (c.1500-c.1700): printing, changing 
patterns in world trade, Old and New World, urban development (Great Fire), ‘Scientific revolution’ and 
Medicine; popular culture and the Witchcraze 

 Historic environment, localised experience of Renaissance – Thomas Plume and his Library, seventeenth-
century. 

 Industrialisation, growing world trade, expansion of empire, power and control through conquest and trade, 
Britain in her world context (c.1700-c.1900): temperance, capitalism, railways, social change and conditions, 
slavery and Enlightenment 



 
 World study Mughal India 1526-1707 (distinct and not as an adjunct to British History), Empires: expansion 

and collapse: Contrasting empires, control through conquest, Religion as power, connections across empires 
(trade, ideas…) 

 Contested social and economic change in Britain, popular culture and class, Empire and migration, late 
nineteenth-century 

 Contested power, Britain in her European context (1815-1914): the extension of the franchise, Empires and 
colonialisation, scramble for Africa; Militarism, Allies and Alliances, world conflict 

 Engaging with up-to-date recent historiography – writing by academic historians 

 

Curriculum Implementation - What my child will be learning?  &   Curriculum Impact -How will progress be assessed? 

 

  



 
Super-Curricular Opportunities – Extending Learning 

Useful supporting resources: If a student is really passionate 
about this subject, they could: 

As a parent/carer, I can assist my 
child in this subject by: 

 The History Portal on 

SharePoint can be accessed by 

students from Home.  It is 

organised by year group and 

unit of study.  Each page 

contains the lesson resources; 

home-learning tasks including 

extended reading activities, as 

well as revision and recall 

resources. 

 To access your child will need 
to log-on using school login 
details. 

Read:  

 The Silk Roads: A New History of 
the World - Illustrated Edition, 
by Peter Frankopan  

 Black Powder or The Queen’s 
Fool, by Ally Sherrick 

 Two Sisters A Story of Freedom 
Kereen Getten (fiction) 

 Witch, Finbar Hawkin (fiction) 

 Swordswoman, Devika 
Rangachari (fiction) 

Watch: Any of the documentaries 
on our Microsoft Streams Year 8 
History channel. 
Surf: Please visit SharePoint and 
the Year 8 History page for 
activities and resources. 
Visit: Museum of London Docklands 

 Talking to your child about 
what they have been learning 
in History, ask them further 
questions and get them to 
explain ‘stuff’ to you. 

 Read this book with your child: 
The Silk Roads: A New History of 
the World - Illustrated Edition, 
by Peter Frankopan 

 Watch historical 
documentaries together 

 Visit local or national sites of 
historical interest. (Ideas for 
places to visit included on the 
5R Home-learning sheets) 

 

https://plumeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/HistoryPortal
https://plumeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/HistoryPortal
https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/3f1bc2db-26d2-45de-b351-c0f88e12bf8b
https://plumeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/HistoryPortal
https://plumeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/HistoryPortal
https://plumeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/HistoryPortal
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands

